offers rigorous art therapy training to students to become qualified mental health practitioners and ethical leaders who advocate for social justice, provide service and clinically focused care to individuals, groups and families. Our mission is to educate students using art making to deepen self-awareness, and to develop reflective practitioners who competently apply theory to practice. Art therapists are master-level clinicians who work with people of all ages across a broad spectrum of practice. Guided by ethical standards and scope of practice, their education and supervised training prepares them for culturally proficient work with diverse populations in a variety of settings. Honoring individuals' values and beliefs, art therapists work with people who are experiencing medical and mental health challenges, as well as individuals seeking emotional, creative, and spiritual growth.
New 2017 educational standards for accredited art therapy programs are now established and can be reviewed here (http://www.caahep.org/ getattachment/About-CAAHEP/Committees-on-Accreditation/ArtTherapy/Art-Therapy-Standards-2017(1).pdf.aspx). A five-year period of transition is currently under way in which the EPAB approval process is transitioning to an accreditation process under the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP). This process is managed by the Accreditation Council for Art Therapy Education (http://www.caahep.org/About-CAAHEP/Committees-onAccreditation/Art-Therapy.aspx) (ACATE).
Regular and rigorous review of approved and accredited programs ensures the ability of the program to prepare their students for entry level skills and post-graduate certification as an art therapist.
Master of Arts in Art Therapy
This degree program is for students who wish to become art therapists in community mental health agencies, programs serving children, adolescents and/or families, the criminal justice or juvenile justice system, other community and educational settings, as well as private practice.
Degree Requirements
A minimum of 54 semester hours, distributed as follows:
AT 
Elective Courses
The remaining 3 semester hours will be earned by taking elective courses approved by the program.
Graduate Convocation Requirement
Students must attend Convocation (CORE 500) in their first year in the program.
AT 550 Diversity and Social Equity
Content: This course is intended to increase the student's understanding of the issues and dynamics in counseling across social and cultural lines. Students will explore the nature of society and culture and how these impact the counseling process. Students will broaden their scope of diversity awareness and knowledge including systems of power and privilege. Attention will be given to developing an understanding of the intersectionality of gender, class, race, and ethnicity in working with diverse populations in a counseling context. AT 583 Art Therapy Internship Studio Content: Art Therapy Internship Studio encourages intensive involvement in personal artistic expression, creative exploration, and reflection on these processes through self-inquiry in the role of an emerging practitioner. Particular attention is paid to developing understandings of artistic process as a form of inquiry and the integral roles of ongoing artistic activity in the professional identity as an art therapist.
